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ABSTRACT 

Pristine water isn't a opulence. It is a basic human right. Rural India has more 

than 700 million public residing in about 1.42 million habitations spread over15 

assorted ecological regions. Meeting the drinking water requests a large 

population can be an scary task. The non-uniformity in level of awareness, 

socioeconomic growth, education, poverty, practices and rituals and water 

convenience add to the difficulty of the task. In malice of an estimated total of 

Rs. 1,105 billion spent on provide safe drinking water since the First Five Year 

Plan was launched in 1951, lack of safe and secure drinking water continues to 

be a key obstacle and a national economic burden. Access to safe water is 

essential for lives and livelihoods.  

In India, a mid-term appraisal reveals that the country has already met its MDG 

(Millennium growth to water substructure, Goal) in conditions although in 

expanding in the similar access subsector of cleanliness development is falling far 

short of the mark. Most basic comments show that water supply exposure is not 

as good as the figures show while national cleanliness continues to be poor even 

after about six decades of efforts to eradicate open defecation. It argues that 

economic, technical, institutional as well as social factors restrain access to safe 

drinking water and correct sanitation in India for both the municipal and rural 

poor, and that treatment figures do not reflect this limited access. It finds that, 

increasingly, communities are being necessary to manage their own water and 

cleanliness schemes, not just in rural areas but in urban ones as well.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

In India around 37.7 million people are affected by 

waterborne disease annually, 1.5 million families are 

estimated to die of diarrhea alone and 73 million 

working days are lost due to waterborne disease each 

year. The successive economic burden is estimated at 

$600 million a year. While customary diseases' such 

as diarrhea maintain to take a heavy toll, 66 million 

Indians area risk due to surplus fluoride and 10 

million due to excess arsenic in groundwater. In all, 1, 

95,813 habitations in the country are artificial by poor 

water quality. It is clear that the large reserves have 

not yielded comparable improvement in health and 

other socio-economic indicators.  

It is expected that by around 2020, India could be a 

'water harassed state with per capita availability 

falling to 1600 cu m/person/year.  
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A country is said to be water harassed when the per 

capita accessibility of water drops below 1700 cu. 

m/person/year.  

In terms of human needs, water accessibility is highly 

variable across Indian states. Water is a basic need. 

The accessibility of decent water supply and 

cleanliness system goes a long way to civilizing the 

quality of life for rural people.   

States' Responsibility:  

Stipulation of safe drinking water in the rural areas is 

the accountability of the States. Funds are being 

provided for stipulation of the facility in the state 

budgets right from the First Five Year Plan period. 

The accelerate Rural Water Supply Programme 

(ARWSP) was introduced in 1972-73 by the 

Government of India (GOI), to aid the States and 

Union Territories to accelerate the pace of reporting 

of drinking water supply. To ensure utmost inflow of 

scientific and technical input into the rural water 

supply sector to improve the recital, cost effectiveness 

of the on-going programmes and guarantee adequate 

supply of safe drinking water, the whole programme 

was given a mission advance. The Technology 

Mission on drinking water and related water 

organization was launched in 1986. It was also called 

the National Drinking Water Mission (NDWM) and 

was one of the five societal mission launched by the 

Government of India. The NDWM was renamed 

Rajiv Gandhi National Drinking Water Mission 

(RGNDWM) in 1991. 

 It was realized that the objective of supplying safe 

water would not be achieve unless the clean aspects 

of water and the issue of cleanliness are addressed 

together. The Centrally Sponsored Rural Sanitation 

Programme (CRSP) was launched in 1986 with the 

overall objective of civilizing the quality of life of the 

rural people. It is envisage that the two programmes, 

the ARWSP and the CRSP, implement simultaneous 

would help break the brutal circle of disease, 

morbidity, and poor health, resultant from water 

borne illness and insanitary situation. 

 

Accelerated rural Water Supply Programme:  

The Accelerated Rural Water Supply Programme 

(ARWSP) aims at present safe and adequate drink in 

water facilities to the rural populace by 

supplementing the efforts made by the State 

Governments/UT under the State Sector Minimum 

Needs Programme (MNP). Keeping in view the 

different kinds of problem arising while providing 

potable water in the rural areas, 56 mini-missions 

(pilot projects) were identified covering all States/UTs. 

These pilot projects helped to develop models that are 

replicable and can be included in the on-going 

programmes.  

Objective:  

The prime objectives of the ARWSP are: 

1. To ensure coverage of all rural habitations mainly 

to reach the unreached with contact to safe 

drinking water.  

2. To ensure sustainability of the scheme and 

sources;  

And to tackle the problem of water quality in 

artificial habitations and to protect quality of water 

by institutionalizing water quality monitoring and 

surveillance throughout a Catchment Area Approach.   

Norms:    

The stipulation of drinking water facilities in the 

trouble villages is based on the following norms  

1.40litresof safe drinking water per capita per day 

(IPod) for person beings.  

2.30 Iped moreover for cattle in the Desert Growth 

Programme (DDP) areas.  

3. One hand strength or stand post for every 250 

persons. 

 4. The water source should exist within the 

habitation or within a distance of 1.6 km, in the 

plains and within 100 meters elevation difference in 

the hills.  

5. Drinking water is definite as safe if it is free from 

bacterial contagion, chemical contagion viz., fluoride, 

iron, arsenic, nitrate, brackishness is excess or beyond 

allowed limits. Priorities viewing the objective of 
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providing safe drinking water ability in all the villages, 

there is need for a certain order of priority which is as 

follows:  

1. To cover the "Not Covered" (NC) habitations.  

2. To fully cover the "Partially Covered" (PC) 

habitations getting less than 10 plod.  

3. To cover all habitations having water quality 

problems 4)To supply water to all habitations with 

per capita supply of less than 40 1pcd at the rate of 40 

lpcd.   

5. To provide water supply services for the scheduled 

castes (SC), scheduled tribes (ST) and the landless 

agricultural laborer.  

6. To supply safe drinking water in every rural 

primary school. 

Once the task of providing every village with at least 

one cause of safe drinking water is complete, the 

improvement and expansion course may be initiated 

to provide ample drinking water.  

The above-mentioned norms can then be liberalized 

so as to now cover:  

1.  To improve per capita rate of supply (As against 

the 40 lpcd rate)  

2. Villages that do not have an assured source of safe 

drinking water within a aloofness of   0.5km as 

against 1.6 km. 

Policy Initiative:  

Ministry has revamped the Rural Water Supply 

Programme which, with a view aims to usher in 

reforms by institutionalizing community donation in 

the rural water supply division with a view to 

gradually replace the government leaning, federal, 

supply-driven, and non-people participating Rural 

Water Supply Programme by a people sloping, 

decentralized, demand-driven and community-based 

Rural Water Supply Programme. 20% of the annual 

ARWSP outlay would be given to those State 

Governments who assume community-based Rural 

Water Supply Programmes by adopting the demand-

driven advance based on empowerment of villagers to 

ensure their full contribution in the project, through 

a decision-making role in the option of key design 

and organization preparations, and part of capital cost 

and 100% O&M cost to be borne by the users.  

The reforms are, at this stage being implemented 

through specific projects in 58 pilot districts known 

by the State Governments. These projects are IEC-

based and would originate with start-up actions and a 

heavy component of consciousness and HRD 

campaigns.  

The IEC campaign would be meant at educating the 

rural people about the need for them to keenly 

participate in the programme, different technologies 

available, its capital cost, operation, and preservation 

costs, etc. ., of each of the possible technology options 

and the profit of the people planning, funding, 

implementing, owning, operating, maintaining, and 

replacing the water supply scheme of their choice. 

The HRD campaign would be expected at giving the 

rural inhabitants the requisite training to carry out 

the errands indicated above. The physical work under 

the venture would commence only after on the basis 

of the alertness and demand generated by the 

campaigns in the first stage. Even although, the most 

of funds is likely to be slightly higher, it is predictable 

that it would be a one-time investment as by the time 

the project is completed the beneficiary would be 

adequately equipped to operate and supervise their 

rural water supply schemes and to plan, fund and 

execute the substitute schemes after the finish of the 

life of the existing schemes. Project in esteem of fifty-

seven districts known by the State Governments for 

implementing the sector improvement projects on a 

pilot basis, have already been approved for 

implementation.  
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